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Wirecard enables Stuttgart to be the first official China Pay City in Germany 
 
 The partnership facilitates the use of Chinese mobile payment solutions Alipay and 

WeChat Pay in local businesses throughout the city  
 Around 50 locations in Stuttgart, including restaurants, retailers and museums, now 

accept Alipay and WeChat Pay, with many more to be added soon 
 Tourists can find Stuttgart attractions and points of interest on the Alipay and WeChat 

Pay apps  
 

Aschheim (Munich)/Stuttgart. Wirecard, the global innovation leader in digital financial technology, 
today announced a partnership with Stuttgart-Marketing GmbH, the official tourism partner of the 
German state capital of Baden-Württemberg. The collaboration enables the use of the most popular 
Chinese mobile payment methods in establishments across the city. As a result, Chinese Alipay 
and WeChat Pay users can now pay with their preferred mobile payment methods in around 50 
locations in Stuttgart, including restaurants and bars, museums, retail stores, and transportation 
services. The partnership is expected to continuously expand, encompassing many more 
businesses in the near future.  
 
Wirecard and Stuttgart-Marketing are capitalizing on the needs and preferences of Chinese tourists 
in Germany. Stuttgart is the first city in Germany to position itself as a China Pay City, with the aim 
of offering the Alipay and WeChat Pay payment solutions in as many locations frequented by 
Chinese travelers as possible.   
 
Tourists using the Alipay and WeChat apps can find out more about a particular restaurant, hotel 
or shopping area with a profile in Mandarin, and be sure that they can pay for their meal and 
shopping items with their mobile payment apps. In addition, businesses can be looked up, reviewed, 
and featured in special discount sections within the apps. Wirecard will take over the full payment 
integration and processing, as well as support marketing activities, such as hosting in-app special 
offers and discounts.  
 
Stuttgart remains among the most visited cities by Chinese tourists in Germany. In 2017, Chinese 
tourists made up the fourth largest foreign visitor market for Stuttgart, accounting for 65,000 
overnight stays in the city. The initiative to become a China Pay City, supported by Wirecard, could 
be worthwhile for more German cities: China remains among the most important source markets 
for inbound tourism in Germany, with 2.9 million overnight stays in 2017.  
 
“We are proud to be able to offer Chinese mobile payment methods in local businesses on a wide 
scale, and look forward to encouraging more and more companies to join our initiative,” commented 
Armin Dellnitz, Managing Director of Stuttgart-Marketing. “China continues to be a growth market 

 

PRESS RELEASE / Mobile Payment 



 

 
Wirecard AG | Einsteinring 35 | 85609 Aschheim | Germany 
Phone: +49 (0) 89 / 4424 - 1400 | Fax: +49 (0) 89 / 4424 - 1500 
Email: press@wirecard.com | www.wirecard.com  Page 2 

for tourism in Germany as a whole – and also in Stuttgart. We are responsible for marketing 
Stuttgart as a travel destination and therefore see ourselves as the driving force and facilitator for 
the new payment systems. Wirecard’s support and expertise in the area of digital payments has 
been essential in implementing this innovative and forward-thinking solution.”  
 
Marion Laewe, Vice President Sales, Consumer Goods at Wirecard, added, “Our one of a kind 
partnership with Stuttgart-Marketing is extremely exciting for us. The ability to bring fully digital 
solutions to hundreds of businesses in a city shows our innovative power in global digital payments, 
and our ability to be on top of the needs of the market. We look forward to growing our partnership 
with Stuttgart and further regions.”  
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Wirecard AG 

Jana Tilz 

Tel.: +49 (0) 89 4424 1363 

Email: jana.tilz@wirecard.com  

 
About Wirecard:  
 

Wirecard (GER:WDI) is one of the world’s fastest growing digital platforms in the area of financial commerce. 
We provide both business customers and consumers with a constantly expanding ecosystem of real-time 
value-added services built around innovative digital payments by using an integrated B2B2C approach. This 
ecosystem concentrates on the areas payment & risk, retail & transaction banking, loyalty & couponing, data 
analytics & conversion rate enhancement in all sales channels (online, mobile, ePOS). Wirecard operates 
regulated financial institutions in several key markets, holds issuing and acquiring licenses from all major 
payment and card networks. Wirecard AG is listed on the Frankfurt Stock Exchange (DAX and TecDAX, ISIN 
DE0007472060). Visit us on www.wirecard.com, follow us on Twitter @wirecard and on Facebook 
@wirecardgroup. 
 
 

Stuttgart-Marketing media contact: 
 

Stuttgart-Marketing GmbH 

Annegret Bey 

Tel.: +49 (0) 711 2228 222 

Email: annegret.bey@stuttgart-tourist.de 

 
About Stuttgart-Marketing:  
 

Stuttgart-Marketing GmbH, official tourism partner of the German state capital Stuttgart, is responsible for 
marketing the Stuttgart region to tourists. It promotes the further development of the Stuttgart region as an 
attractive, dynamic and vibrant destination with targeted and effective location, tourism and image 
advertising. It offers a full range of tourist services and sees itself as a central point of contact for tourists 
from all over the world. 
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